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Davis Wright Tremaine LLP is a national, full-service 

business and litigation law firm representing clients 

located in the United States and around the world. 

The firm was founded on a simple guiding principle: 

to provide clients with high-value legal services 

customized to their particular needs. Today the firm 

has grown to include approximately 550 attorneys 

and nine offices, covering a wide range of practice 

and industry areas. We believe that all citizens deserve 

a voice and representation and that all lawyers have 

an obligation to assist people and organizations that 

otherwise would effectively have no access to the 

justice system. We are pleased to provide you this 

report on our pro bono activities during the 12  

months ending September 30, 2016.
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DEAR CLIENTS & FRIENDS
This report is dedicated to our late partner Ed Davis. Ed embodied the best of 

what we can be as lawyers. He was committed to public service in the same 

way he was committed to client service—all in. He was a brilliant advocate 

who not only worked tirelessly for his clients but who also understood the 

acute need to help those traditionally underserved by the legal community. 

Our commitment to pro bono work continues to be an important part of  

who we are as a firm. The work described in this report covers a wide range  

of matters and shows the diverse needs we try to meet. From helping 

minors get green cards to ensuring important 

constitutional rights are protected, we strive to 

make a positive difference in the communities 

where we work and live.

We are proud of what we were able to 

accomplish this year. I hope you enjoy  

reading our annual pro bono report.

>  Jeff Gray 
Firmwide Managing Partner
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“ Our commitment 
to pro bono work 
continues to be 
an important 
part of who we 
are as a firm.”
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Interesting and meaningful legal work is one of 

the foundations of a successful law practice, as is 

supporting the many activities that help to nurture the 

communities in which we live and work. As chair of the 

Pro Bono and Public Service Committee, I am pleased 

to share stories of some of the pro bono legal work we 

are doing to benefit others, in addition to the civic and 

bar-related activities of the firm’s lawyers. This report 

covers the 12-month period from October 1, 2015 

through September 30, 2016. 

Here, you will read about some of the many projects 

undertaken by our lawyers and staff, including such 

diverse matters as helping troubled youth to restart 

their lives, saving urban trees, assisting veterans and 

trafficking survivors, obtaining government documents 

to shed light on issues of civil liberties, human rights 

abuses, government policies, and more.

Hundreds of our lawyers have provided these services 

this past year with the support of countless paralegals and 

other staff who are equally committed to serving their 

communities. We ask our lawyers to contribute at least 

50 hours each year in pro bono service, and we support 

their participation with a generous pro bono policy that 

gives billable credit to associates for work that meets 

the definitions of the Law Firm Pro Bono Challenge.

As a signatory to the Law Firm Pro Bono Challenge, 

we are mindful that the applicable definition of what 

“counts” as pro bono falls into three categories: (a) 

the delivery of legal services to persons of limited 

means or to … organizations in matters which are 

designed primarily to address the needs of persons 

of limited means; (b) the provision of legal assistance 

to individuals, groups, or organizations seeking to 

secure or protect civil rights, civil liberties or public 

rights; and (c) the provision of legal assistance to 

… organizations in matters in furtherance of their 

organizational purposes, where the payment of 

standard legal fees would significantly deplete the 

organization’s economic resources or would be 

otherwise inappropriate.

During this period, DWT lawyers, paralegals,  

librarians and other staff provided more than  

22,000 hours of legal services with a value  

exceeding $10 million. In addition to pro bono  

service, we served our communities by contributing 

over 23,000 hours to boards of nonprofits, raising  

funds for worthy causes, running campaigns to feed  

the hungry, and other important transformational 

activities. These numbers do not include the many 

thousands of hours that our lawyers volunteer to bar 

association activities to help improve the practice of  

law and the delivery of legal services to all.

“As chair of the Pro Bono and 
Public Service Committee, I 
am pleased to share stories 
of some of the pro bono legal 
work we are doing to benefit 
others, in addition to the civic 
and bar-related activities of 
the firm’s lawyers.”

>  Christopher Helm 
Partner, Chair, DWT Pro Bono and 
Public Service Committee
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“ This report is dedicated to our late 
partner Ed Davis. Ed embodied the  
best of what we can be as lawyers.”

— Jeff Gray



Summer brought the untimely passing of our 

friend and partner, Ed Davis. Ed was revered 

for his brilliant mind and zealous dedication to 

his clients’ needs. He was a Harvard grad and 

a Marshall scholar, receiving master’s degrees 

from the London School of Economics and 

Political Science and the London School of 

Oriental and African Studies.

Ed focused his work on media and intellectual 

property, winning the loyalty of internationally 

known clients in the digital media, television, 

publishing, and film industries, as well as in 

finance and consumer products. A vigorous 

champion of the First Amendment, Ed handled 

many important cases that helped protect the 

journalist’s privilege and ensure public access 

to government documents. He had a particular 

enthusiasm for the visual and performing arts 

and successfully represented many artists, 

authors and cultural institutions during his 

career, often pro bono.

He held many leadership positions in the  

New York City Bar Association and was dedicated 

to improving diversity in the legal profession. 

Ed was committed to providing pro bono 

assistance to individuals and organizations in 

need of it and was recognized for his efforts 

with the Dramatists Legal Defense Fund 

“Defenders Award” and the Arthur Liman Public 

Interest Award by the Legal Action Center, 

where he started his legal career and was a 

longtime board member.

Ed will be missed by so many of us whose lives he 

touched. His generosity of spirit and good works 

live on and continue to inspire us all. We dedicate 

this pro bono report to the late Ed Davis.

EDWARD J. DAVIS
Ed will be missed by so many 
of us whose lives he touched. 
His generosity of spirit and 
good works live on and 
continue to inspire us all.

Ed was revered for his brilliant 
mind and zealous dedication 
to his clients’ needs.
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DWT IS DEVOTED TO HELPING OTHERS  
WITH OUR PRO BONO WORK. 

144
NEW CLIENTS

Our attorneys have a broad range of interests and political philosophies, and they are free to pursue those interests 

within the guidelines of our pro bono program. These projects are often emotionally demanding and may even involve 

unpopular causes or clients. But they’re always rewarding.

22,185 PRO BONO HOURS WERE 
PROVIDED TO CURRENT CLIENTS 

TOTAL VALUE OF PRO BONO WORK 
DURING THIS PERIOD

12 MONTHS OF DWT 
PRO BONO WORK
October 2015 through September 2016: 43 AVERAGE HOURS PER  

DWT PRO BONO PARTICIPANT

OUR CLIENTS INCLUDED:

FIRST AMENDMENT MATTERSVETERANS MATTERS

255
LOW-INCOME CLIENTS AND THE 

ORGANIZATIONS THAT SERVE THEM

6

$10,058,000

43

16
ASYLUM CASES
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Across  
the Firm



Access to Agency 
Records Helps 
Veterans Get Benefits

Burt Braverman, Ronald London and 

Adam Shoemaker of the Washington, 

D.C., office represented post-

Vietnam War veterans in Freedom of 

Information Act litigation that sought 

access to agency records relevant 

to pursuit of benefits for injuries 

and illnesses arising from exposure 

to aircraft used for spraying Agent 

Orange during the war. The attorneys 

settled both cases and received 

attorney’s fees from both agencies. 

The favorable settlement aided in 

the successful effort to change the 

Department of Veterans Affairs’ 

stance on presumptive exposure  

to Agent Orange, resulting in  

increased access to medical  

benefits for veterans.

Working to Prevent 
Homelessness

Anchorage partner Liz Hodes has been 

working with the Alaska Housing Court 

Justice Project since January 2016, 

taking three—to four-hour shifts at the 

courthouse on a monthly basis—and 

sometimes more frequently—to provide 

free legal assistance to defendants 

appearing at eviction hearings. 

Liz’s assistance ranges from  

providing eviction notice/lease 

review and legal advice, to helping 

draft answers and counterclaims, 

to negotiating agreements with 

opposing counsel and landlords to 

avoid eviction, to appearing at the 

eviction hearing on the defendants’ 

behalf. Some individuals are recipients 

of public housing vouchers, which 

means an eviction can lead to loss of 

a voucher and a five-year bar from 

the voucher program. 

Liz has assisted individuals who, 

along with children and other 

family members, are 48 hours from 

becoming homeless. In one case, it 

appeared the landlord was unlawfully 

retaliating against the defendant for 

reporting a health and safety issue, 

and the landlord’s attorney was 

entirely in the dark. Needless to say, 

we enlightened him, and after they 

had a lengthy closed-door discussion, 

we reached an amicable resolution. 

 Cromwell Achieves 
Personal Goal by 
Winning Asylum  
for a Young Man

David Cromwell, an associate in 

DWT’s Seattle office, recently got 

a great result for his young asylum 

client, Sergio. When David met 

him, Sergio was 17 years old and 

had made his way to the U.S. after 

surviving a terrible incident—a 

Guatemalan soldier almost killed 

him, trampling him with a horse. 

Sergio was carried miles to a 

hospital and remained in a coma 

for a week. Sergio’s father took the 

unprecedented action of suing the 

soldier (i.e., not pursuing vigilante 

justice, often the only way people 

challenge army authority in that 

area) in an attempt to recoup 

medical bills. Unfortunately, the 

judge believed the soldier, who 

said he had already paid the father, 

which was not true. After the lawsuit, 

the soldier and his friends sought 

revenge and began systematically 

targeting Sergio and his father. 

At the asylum hearing, David, with 

the assistance of his mentors at  

Kids in Need of Defense (KIND), 

carefully crafted the argument 

to define the soldier’s actions as 

violence against Sergio’s entire family, 

based on the family’s act of bringing 

suit against the soldier. Also during 

the asylum proceedings, Sergio was 

transferred to the detention center 

in Tacoma and away from his foster 

family, although David fought the 

transfer. He also fought a transfer to a 

new judge who was known for being 

tougher on asylum claims and lost. 

>  David Cromwell 
Associate | SEA

>  Liz Hodes 
Partner | ANCH

>  Adam Shoemaker 
Associate | WDC

>  Ronald London 
Of Counsel | WDC

>  Burt Braverman 
Partner | WDC

>  José Jimenez 
Associate | SEA
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However, with coaching, Sergio  

did well in the asylum interview,  

and the case officer awarded an 

initial asylum approval. Then his 

work permit was authorized, and 

they have recently received final 

asylum approval. 

Upon being freed, Sergio initially 

went to stay with a “cousin” in 

Louisiana, but David got him a bus 

ticket back to Seattle. Sergio is 

now staying with Friends of Youth, 

working on adapting to a new life. 

David’s motivation for taking the 

case relates to having, some years 

ago, seen the documentary  

“La Bestia” (The Beast), which depicts 

the hardship and horror that people 

from Central America go through to 

get to the U.S. David acknowledges 

that immigration is a divisive topic, 

but often lost in the discussion is the 

extremely human side of this issue—

kids like Sergio. He encourages 

others to similarly engage. David 

says it was a goal for him to help an 

asylum client in an area far out of his 

comfort zone. “As a lawyer there are 

instances where you can really help 

people,” David said.

David had resources from KIND, the 

referring organization, where the 

staff was helpful in responding to his 

questions. Partner Chris Helm was 

his DWT mentor. Another satisfying 

result was that David knew that his 

assistance was helpful to Sergio 

despite the fact that he had not 

handled an asylum case previously. 

On visits to the detention center, 

David saw other children who were 

unrepresented. Sergio was incredibly 

appreciative throughout the process. 

David says, “How many times do you 

have a client who really appreciates 

you like that?”

PRO BONO REPORT 2016   9



>  Adam Greene 
Partner | WDC

Hernandez and 
Jimenez Help Teen 
Stay in the U.S. and 
Start a New Life

On Sept. 1, Seattle associates  

José Jimenez and José Hernandez 

successfully argued in court to 

have their client’s deportation case 

vacated. Their client, Arturo, had 

been granted Special Advocate 

Juvenile Status in August. In April 

2015, Arturo was arrested  

by U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection officers while crossing 

the United States-Mexico Border. 

He was 15 years old. Prior to this 

apprehension, Arturo had been 

apprehended three times and 

released back into Mexico. 

Arturo grew up in Tamaulipas, 

Mexico, which is largely controlled 

by the Gulf Cartel, a criminal 

organization known for its violence 

and control of various police and 

government officials. Since he was 

nine years old, Arturo worked at 

various roadside vending stands 

and mini-marts to help bring in 

money for his family. During this 

time, the cartel came to wherever 

he was working and, under threat of 

force and violence, extorted money 

directly from him and the shop 

owner. It was against this backdrop 

that the cartel, which is well-known 

for its deadly response to those who 

refuse their requests, “asked” Arturo 

to help people enter into the United 

States. He did not refuse. Arturo 

became a “coyote,” which is how he 

came to be arrested and detained by 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 

He currently lives in a foster home. 

Earlier this year, Jimenez and 

Hernandez took on representation 

of Arturo through Kids in Need of 

Defense (KIND), an organization  

that helps find volunteer attorneys 

for immigrant and refugee 

children to represent them in their 

deportation proceedings. Now 

Arturo is excited to not have to 

worry about being deported and 

can continue to focus on school, 

where he has excelled earning 

As and Bs. He has settled into his 

community, making friends and 

playing club soccer, and he plans on 

joining his school’s ROTC program.

World War II Tokens 
Returned to Families

During World War II, Japanese 

soldiers took with them into battle 

a token known as a “yosegaki 

hinomaru,” which is known as a 

Good Luck Flag. Private good will 

and “stay safe” wishes from family, 

friends and teachers were written 

on these flags, which were kept in 

soldiers’ tunics much as American 

soldiers kept pictures of their 

families. It became popular for 

American soldiers to take the flags 

from deceased Japanese soldiers as 

souvenirs, not knowing the immense 

and personal significance of them to 

the Japanese.

A nonprofit called Obon Society has 

been locating such flags held by the 

families of American World War II 

soldiers and, with help from some 

contacts in Japan, has been finding 

the families of the lost Japanese 

soldiers and returning the flags 

to them. It’s a difficult and time-

consuming effort and is immensely 

emotional to both the Japanese 

families and the Americans who wish 

to return these personal symbols of 

the decedent’s spirit.

Portland counsel Ron Ragen has 

been providing Obon Society with 

legal advice for several years and is 

proud to help his good friends who 

have given their lives for this cause 

of peace and reconciliation.  

(See middle photo, next page.)

>  Ashley Vulin 
Associate | PDX

>  Elizabeth Bingold 
Associate | PDX

>  Jennifer Brockett 
Partner | LA

>  José Hernandez 
Associate | SEA

>  Brett Leitner 
Associate | LA
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Helping Trafficking 
Victims with Visa 
Adjustments

DWT lawyers have taken 12 cases 

from San Francisco-based Asian 

Pacific Islander Legal Outreach 

(APILO) in the past nearly two years, 

assisting more than 25 clients 

with the T-visa adjustments. Eight 

partners, counsels and associates 

from three different offices have 

spent more than 200 hours assisting 

with these cases thus far. So far we 

have been successful for about eight 

of those clients and have been able 

to physically hand them their green 

cards. The remaining clients have 

pending applications. 

These cases all involve victims of 

human trafficking in the United 

States and include a number of 

victims who were sex trafficked, so 

these clients are particularly excited 

to know that they no longer have 

any further visa-related restrictions 

hanging over them. As a result of our 

work, many of these APILO-referred 

clients can finally travel abroad to 

visit family members they haven’t 

seen in more than 10 years, and all 

of them look forward to becoming 

U.S. citizens.

 Vulin and Bingold 
Achieve Great 
Settlement Result 
for Their Client 
in Contentious 
Negotiations 

Associates Ashley Vulin and 

Elizabeth Bingold settled a case in 

August for a pro bono client in the 

U.S. District Court of Oregon’s pro 

bono/pro se program with the state 

agreeing to pay their client $132,000. 

That is a great result for their client, 

who lost five months of his life after  

a wrongfully revoked probation. 

The state is notorious in these cases 

for low-balling settlements, and the 

client was not in a position to show 

a lot of lost income, given his prior 

earning history. 

It is a testament to Ashley and 

Elizabeth’s advocacy—mustering 

proof of the state’s missteps and 

Kafkaesque decision-making—that 

they got the state so high. Importantly, 

they also convinced their settlement 

judge, Judge John V. Acosta. It was 

his “mediator’s proposal” the parties 

accepted. The state came back to 

Judge Acosta and requested the 

mediator’s proposal after Ashley and 

Elizabeth politely pulled the plug 

during mediation because the state 

was too recalcitrant.

   Greene and 
Watterson Help Draft 
Guide about Mental 
Health Concerns for 
College Graduates

Partner Adam Greene and former 

DWT associate Anna Watterson 

helped prepare a guide about mental 

illness for the National Alliance on 

Mental Illness (NAMI) for departing 

college students and their families. 

The guide includes information on 

how to navigate certain privacy laws.

The guide is called Starting the 

Conversation: College and Your 

Mental Health and is available at  

http://nami.org/collegeguide/download.

Fighting Sex 
Trafficking

When Run 2 Rescue reached out to 

DWT late last year for legal help to 

assist their clients, who are victims of 

sex trafficking, Los Angeles partner 

Jennifer Brockett stepped right up.

In the months since establishing a 

relationship with the organization, 

she and Chrissy Roussell,  

Brett Leitner and Betsy Carroll have 

helped with several agreements, 

including a volunteer agreement 

College and
Your Mental Health

STARTING THE
CONVERSATION
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that protects the confidentiality of 

their client info, and appeared for 

one of their clients at a criminal, 

post-conviction proceeding so that 

she did not have to appear and risk 

retaliation from her former trafficker.

Jenni Diamond, our contact at  

Run 2 Rescue, says, “You guys are 

truly AMAZING. We appreciate all the 

work you have done and are doing 

for us. We all feel truly blessed that 

you and your colleagues are willing 

to help us with all these legal issues 

we would be lost and frustrated 

without your assistance.”

DWT’s San Francisco office  

has also volunteered to help a  

Run 2 Rescue client obtain a 

confidential name change.

U-Visa Permits an 
Immigrant to Stay in 
the U.S. in Safety

Bellevue counsel Boris Gaviria 

happily reports that one of his pro 

bono clients received her formal 

approval from the United States 

Citizenship and Immigration Services 

granting her a U-Visa. The U-Visa 

will allow her to stay in the U.S. 

legally, work legally, and ultimately 

permit her to obtain a green card 

and citizenship. The U-Visa program 

allows 10,000 visas per year for 

victims of domestic violence and 

other serious crimes.

Boris’ client emigrated from India 

with her ex-husband in 2008 to 

study for her MBA. Following 

the birth of their daughter, her 

ex-husband began a pattern of 

domestic abuse and mistreatment 

of her, including numerous threats 

and violent episodes in front of their 

child. After they separated, she lived 

in homeless shelters and eventually 

testified at trial against her ex-

husband in 2014.

Boris met her in a pro bono 

immigration clinic in 2012 when she 

was living in a homeless shelter with 

her daughter. She was worried about 

being deported as her student visa 

had expired, and she did not have 

permission to work here legally. She 

could not afford a lawyer and was 

in fear of being undocumented and 

potentially becoming permanently 

separated from her daughter. After 

she contacted other immigration 

attorneys and agencies that could not 

help her, Boris agreed to assist her.

After obtaining necessary 

supporting documents from law 

enforcement and preparing multiple 

applications and fee waivers, she 

applied for the U-Visa in August 

2013. She was given permission to 

legally work in 2014, but the U-Visa 

limits were reached for that year. 

Finally, two and a half years after her 

initial application, her U-Visa was 

approved in December. 

 Robinson and  
Keith Garner Another  
Pro Bono Win for a VLA 
Client Whose Mural 
Was Destroyed in 
Violation of the Visual 
Artists Rights Act

Lawyers in New York successfully 

assisted another artist in a claim 

over the destruction of a work of 

art. The Visual Artists Rights Act 

of 1990 (VARA) grants an artist 

of a work that is integrated into a 

building the right to receive notice 

of any changes that will lead to the 

destruction of the work and the 

right to remove and preserve his 

work if it is technically possible.

In 1998, Luke Gray was 

commissioned to paint a mural on 

the ceiling of a lobby in an office 

building in midtown Manhattan. 

(See photo, next page.) In 2015, 

Gray discovered that the lobby of 

the building was in the process of 

being renovated and that his mural 

>  Boris Gaviria 
Counsel | BEL

>  Chris Robinson 
Partner | NY

>  Colin Wells 
Associate | SF

>  Lisa Keith 
Associate | NY

>  Christie Totten 
Associate | PDX

>  Betsy Carroll 
Counsel | LA
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had apparently been removed. 

Gray turned to New York Volunteer 

Lawyers for the Arts, a legal aid 

program for low-income artists and 

nonprofit arts organizations, which 

in turn asked DWT attorneys Chris 

Robinson and Lisa Keith to assist.

After an investigation by the  

building owners, the parties agreed 

to a settlement without admission 

of fault. This settlement follows 

a similar successful VARA claim 

last year by DWT’s art law practice 

against the City of New York for the 

destruction of artist Rachel Wells’ 

murals at the Woodhull Medical 

Center in Brooklyn. 

Prisoner Is Awarded 
Compensation for 
Mistreatment

Portland associate Christie Totten 

handled the case of an inmate in the 

custody of the Oregon Department 

of Corrections. Representing 

himself, he brought an action for 

damages against the state. The 

prisoner alleged that when he 

was suicidal, prison guards, rather 

than taking him to prison medical 

facilities, put him into a disciplinary 

cell and encouraged him to carry 

out the suicide. Other guards 

eventually intervened, but only  

after the prisoner injured his wrist  

in a suicide attempt.

The federal judge (a former U.S. 

attorney for Oregon) to whom 

the prisoner’s case was assigned 

searched for pro bono counsel for 

him. Three attorneys turned down 

the judge’s request before Christie 

took the case.

To be able to prosecute the case, 

Christie first defeated the state’s 

motion for summary judgment. 

She then conducted discovery and 

completed all trial preparation tasks, 

including the pretrial order and 

witness statements.

Wells and Zankel 
Obtain Dismissal 
of Client’s Criminal 
Conviction

Colin Wells and Zeb Zankel, 
associates in the San Francisco 

office, achieved victory in  

San Luis Obispo Superior Court, 

securing the court’s grant of a 

motion to dismiss a 25-year-old  

DUI felony for a homeless veteran.

Their client had gained certifications 

and licensing in an effort to secure 

long-term employment as a 

truck driver, but until he received 

Colin and Zeb’s help, his criminal 

record was an impediment toward 

achieving his goal. They met 

through Second Chance Legal 

Clinic, where lawyers volunteer to 

assist clients who are working to 

overcome barriers to employment 

and housing due to past arrest and 

conviction records.

Giving Veterans a 
Second Chance

As a volunteer for the Veterans 

Legal Services Project in Los 

Angeles, Brett Leitner helps 

veterans reduce or expunge tickets 

and prior criminal convictions. 

Brett meets with veterans in 

need of assistance on a monthly 

basis and then drafts motions for 

specific veterans to be filed pro 

se. Many veterans are unable to 

secure or maintain employment 

because of outstanding tickets 

or prior convictions. Brett helps 

draft persuasive arguments to the 

court, explaining why the veterans’ 

extenuating circumstances call for a 

reduction or expungement of their 

tickets or prior convictions. 
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Pop-Up Fashion 
Clinic a Great Success

On Friday, Sept. 23, DWT’s New York 

Office hosted the Fordham Fashion 

Law Institute’s Pop-Up Clinic. The 

Fashion Law Institute is the world’s 

first center dedicated to law and 

the business of fashion, offering 

training, legal services and general 

information on issues facing the 

fashion industry. 

A key part of the Fashion Law 

Institute’s mission is providing pro 

bono legal assistance to designers 

and fashion-industry professionals, 

primarily in the form of free legal 

consultations. The clients who 

attended the clinic presented a 

host of interesting legal issues, 

including trademark and brand 

protection, patent law, corporate 

formation, and employment law. 

The DWT attorneys in attendance 

were each paired with a Fordham 

law student, who was able to gain 

invaluable experience watching legal 

consultations in action. 

The clinic was organized and hosted 

by New York associate Lisa Keith, 

who paired each client and DWT 

attorney and also was on hand 

throughout the clinic to assist the 

Fashion Law Institute staff. The clinic 

was a huge success thanks to DWT 

volunteers Roxanne Elings,  

Kevin Saer, Heather Colburn (who 

assisted via Skype from Seattle), 

Michael Goettig, Lisa Keith, Christina 

Kim, and Will Holtzman. New York 

partner Nancy Felsten presented on 

advertising issues to the Fordham 

University School of Law students. 

This is DWT’s second time hosting 

the clinic, having last hosted in 2014. 

We will certainly host again, as the 

Fashion Law Institute head said this 

was one of the best clinics to date! 

Answering  
Legal Questions  
on the Web

DWT lawyers are participating in 

an innovative new program called 

Washington Web Lawyer, a new 

development on the legal-aid 

landscape in Washington state.

Seattle associates Sean Baird, 

Conner Peretti and Caitlin Forsyth 

have been responding to legal 

questions clients post on the 

website. Questions focus mostly on 

family law, landlord tenant law and 

bankruptcy law. Volunteer lawyers 

can review the questions and  

choose which they want to answer. 

Sean says he’s a “big fan” of 

Washington Web Lawyer.

The project was developed in 

response to the 2014 Civil Legal 

Needs Study that indicated 1.25 

million Washington state residents 

are low-income—an increase of 41 

percent since 2000. Seven out of 10 

low-income households will face 

more than one civil legal crisis this 

year and will be unable to afford to 

hire an attorney.

The Washington Web Lawyer project 

makes it possible for more low-

income people with Washington 

legal issues to receive help from 

volunteer attorneys, while providing 

a convenient, effective alternative for 

volunteer lawyers living anywhere 

in Washington state to provide pro 

bono legal assistance.

>  Caitlin Forsyth 
Associate | SEA

>  Conner Peretti 
Associate | SEA

>  Sean Baird 
Associate | SEA
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Welcoming 
John McKay



Welcoming a Prominent Advocate 
for EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE

IN April 2016, DWT was pleased to welcome a new 

partner to the firm: former U.S. Attorney John McKay, 

who joined as chair of our government investigations 

and crisis management group. 

In addition to his extensive experience spearheading civil 

and criminal investigations, as well as representing clients 

in complex commercial litigation while in private practice, 

McKay brings to the firm a long record of commitment to 

pro bono work and the cause of civil legal assistance. 

“I started off as a prosecutor,” says McKay, “and I could 

see immediately the consequences of people not 

having sufficient access to civil legal representation. We 

could criminally prosecute in domestic violence cases, 

for example, but that didn’t address the fact that no 

one was getting child support, or medical care wasn’t 

being received, or a child was being denied education 

because of a disability. From my first week in private 

practice I started taking pro bono cases. I knew  

I wanted to help represent low-income people.” 

In addition to taking on individual cases, McKay has 

sought to tackle the larger challenge on a local, national 

and international level. In the mid-1990s he served as 

founding chair of the Equal Justice Coalition, which 

advocates for civil legal aid in Washington state. He 

then served for four years as president of Legal Services 

Corporation, the Washington, D.C.-based, federally 

chartered nonprofit that funds and monitors free civil 

legal aid throughout the U.S. More recently, he oversaw 

a two-year Justice Sector Assistance Project for the U.S. 

Department of State, helping to support the rule of law 

in the Palestinian territories. 

McKay’s many awards include the Washington State 

Bar Association’s 1995 Pro Bono Lawyer of the Year 

award and the bar’s Award of Merit (its highest honor). 

In 2008, McKay, along with his brother Mike, was 

awarded the prestigious Charles A. Goldmark Award 

for Distinguished Service by the Legal Foundation of 

Washington, honoring his work to assure equal access 

to justice. In 2012, he received the Judge Learned  

Hand Award from the American Jewish Committee  

in recognition of his pursuit of justice and equality  

under the law.

This past year, McKay has served as a statewide 

spokesperson for a comprehensive and troubling report 

on civil legal needs in Washington state. The survey, 

which was commissioned by the state Supreme Court 

and published in late 2015, found that the vast majority 

of low-income Washingtonians do not receive the legal 

help they need to solve problems such as access to 

health care, consumer finance and debt collection, and 

employment-related issues. 

Based on the report, McKay and other advocates  

have called on the state to more than double the 

number of state-funded civil legal aid attorneys, as  

well as expand the level of volunteer attorney 

involvement in the delivery of essential civil legal aid 

services and build awareness of legal aid services in 

low-income communities.

“ The number and complexity 
of legal challenges facing 
poor people have only 
increased in the last decade.”

“�From�my�first�week�in� 
private practice I started 
taking pro bono cases. I knew 
I wanted to help represent 
low-income people.”

16   PRO BONO REPORT 2016



McKay has served as statewide spokesperson for this important report.



“The number and complexity of legal challenges facing 

poor people have only increased in the last decade,” 

says McKay. “There are too many people wandering 

around courthouses with no lawyer and no advocacy, 

and we know it doesn’t go well for people like that.”

Since the publication of the report, McKay has spent 

many hours speaking to editorial boards about the 

issue of unmet civil legal needs and helping win 

extensive press coverage on the subject. He also led a 

presentation on the survey results before the Supreme 

Court justices.

According to the report’s rigorous research, Washington 

currently has just one state-funded legal aid attorney 

for every 10,783 eligible residents, which is less than 

half the nationally recognized minimal level of service. 

“We’re way toward the bottom of the list of states that 

have made commitments to keep courthouse doors 

open for poor people,” says McKay. “These are people 

who, but for the intervention of a lawyer, could be 

homeless. We need $25 million over the next five years 

to address that gap.”

McKay says it’s essential to expand the work of 

organizations that can serve as referral sources for pro 

bono help, such as the Northwest Justice Project and 

Columbia Legal Services. “It’s very difficult for private 

lawyers to properly screen these cases,” says McKay. 

“They need to come through an entity in order for busy 

lawyers to be able to volunteer their time.” n

Washington currently has 
just one state-funded legal 
aid attorney for every 10,783 
eligible residents.

>  John McKay 
Partner | SEA
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Donation of Unused PRESCRIPTION 
DRUGS TO THE UNDERINSURED 
Now Allowed in Washington State

FIRST-YEAR DWT associate Bradley Tubbs, working pro 

bono, helped draft and pass a new Washington state law 

that allows people to donate unused prescription drugs 

to the underinsured. The bill passed both houses of 

the state legislature without an opposing vote and was 

signed by Gov. Jay Inslee in March 2016.

Bradley is a mergers and acquisitions lawyer with no 

previous interest in health care or lobbying. But he 

got involved in the issue through a high school friend, 

Jonathan Van Keulen, who was diagnosed a couple of 

years ago with a bone cancer called osteosarcoma and 

given only a few months to live. Jonathan was lucky 

enough to go into remission, but not before he and his 

wife, Becky, decided they wanted to help enhance the 

two main oncology wards in Spokane, Wash., where  

he was treated.

Bradley helped the couple form a 501(c)(3) called Cancer 

Can’t, which raised more than $100,000 to update the 

wards with new furniture, paint, beds and refrigerators.

Next, the team turned to the issue of drugs. Once in 

remission, Jonathan found he had $10,000 worth of 

unused, unneeded cancer drugs in his possession. But 

Washington law did not allow him to do anything with 

them. “There are so many people who can’t afford 

treatment,” says Bradley. “This just seemed wrong.”

Numerous other states have Charitable Pharmacy Acts, 

which allow donation of unused prescription drugs under 

varying conditions. The team set about trying to get such 

a law passed in Washington. “I reached out to a couple of 

representatives from Eastern Washington,” says Bradley. 

“Kevin Parker, a Republican from Spokane, ended up 

championing the bill and taking it to the House Wellness 

Committee.” Bradley assisted the staff with drafting.

Seven months later, the bill became law, overcoming 

opposition from three major pharmaceutical companies. 

It allows anyone licensed to practice medicine or 

pharmacy to receive and redistribute donated drugs  

to qualified patients.

“The state tried to pass similar legislation on two different 

occasions within the last 20 years and rejected it,” says 

Bradley, “so this marked a significant positive turn in state 

policy which bodes well for future related initiatives.”

Now comes another challenge: implementation, which 

occurs Jan. 1, 2017. “Five states have passed similar 

laws but don’t have an active program,” says Bradley. 

“No one’s taken it from being allowed to actually doing 

it. We’re very cognizant of that and making sure we’re 

following up. The American Cancer Society has pledged 

to support the implementation and several pharmacy 

associations in the state are working with us.”

Sadly, Jonathan’s cancer returned during the legislative 

campaign. He lived to see the bill he generously championed 

signed into law, but passed away shortly after. n

“ This marked a significant 
positive turn in state policy 
which bodes well for future 
related initiatives.”

>  Bradley Tubbs 
Associate | PDX
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City of San Francisco Ordered 
to Address LONG-NEGLECTED 
TREE CANOPY 

FOLLOWING five-plus years of litigation on behalf of 

the San Francisco Urban Forest Coalition and more than 

1,500 hours of pro bono work by DWT lawyers, the city 

of San Francisco has been ordered to more consistently 

enforce its widely flouted laws designed to promote the 

urban forest. 

Superior Court Judge Ernest Goldsmith found that the 

lawsuit “prompted the City to respond and get its act 

together” and that it demonstrated the city’s “history… of 

noncompliance and ineffectual methodology or system.” 

San Francisco’s official Urban Forest Plan recognizes 

that street trees bring tremendous benefit to city life. 

As the plan points out, the urban forest “creates a more 

walkable, livable and sustainable city. Trees and other 

vegetation clean our air and water, create greener 

neighborhoods, calm traffic and improve public health, 

provide wildlife habitat and absorb greenhouse gases. 

Annually, the economic benefits provided by trees in  

San Francisco are estimated at over $100 million.” 

Yet San Francisco has one of the most meager urban tree 

canopies. Measured from above, there’s a significantly 

smaller percentage of land covered by trees in San 

Francisco (13.7 percent) than in other major cities, such 

as Los Angeles (21 percent) or New York (24 percent). 

To promote enhancement of the city’s tree canopy and 

reduce the impact on the environment that construction 

entails, the city’s planning code has long required 

applicants for certain construction permits to plant one 

or more street trees, based on the site’s frontage. Where 

planting trees isn’t feasible, an “in-lieu” fee—currently, 

$1,847 per tree—is paid to cover the cost of planting a 

street tree elsewhere. Under current law, projects that 

trigger the tree-planting requirement include construction 

of a new building (residential or commercial), the addition 

of 500 square feet or more to an existing building’s floor 

area or a dwelling unit, or adding a garage. 

In 2010, Allen Grossman, executive director of the 

nonprofit San Francisco Urban Forest Coalition, 

researched a sample of 16 recently permitted projects 

in the city. He found that 75 percent of the project sites 

were out of compliance with the then planning code’s 

tree-planting provisions. For Grossman, the “poster child” 

for this failure was 168 Hyde St., a multistory apartment 

building built in 2007. Nine trees were supposed to be 

planted at the site. None were, despite many complaints 

to the San Francisco Planning Department. 

When Grossman brought his findings to the attention of 

the city, he found that the Planning Department did not 

consider enforcement to be an appropriate use of the city 

attorney’s resources. That’s when Grossman came to the 

team at DWT, who filed suit on his organization’s behalf. 

“Ironically, the Planning Department ended up using the 

city attorney in what turned out to be over five years of 

litigation,” says Sanjay Nangia, an associate in our  

San Francisco office, who handled much of the case.  

“In other words, the city was willing to fight us, but not 

the actual folks who were violating the law.” 

Although the city resisted the lawsuit, it then requested 

the case be stayed so that it could fix the enforcement 

problem. After the stay was complete, Planning 

Department staff appeared to have implemented a 

new procedure that required applicants to complete a 

“checklist” confirming compliance with the street tree laws. 

“But we learned the new procedure was not much better 

than the old one. My client sampled 58 sites under this 

new procedure,” says Sanjay. “He found that only 23 of 

the applicants’ permit files even contained this ‘required’ 

checklist. Thus, the city failed to follow the most basic 

part of its new procedure more than half the time.” 

What is more, the city’s training materials on the new 

procedure also included a sarcastic remark from a high-
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ranking official, suggesting the new procedure was not 

being taken seriously. Judge Goldsmith called the remark 

“absurd” and further noted, “I’ve got the impression the 

official involved went into this kicking and screaming.” 

After taking substantial discovery on the matter, DWT 

attorneys sidestepped an attempt by the city to dismiss 

the case and then brought a motion for a writ of 

mandate before Judge Goldsmith. He found “the record 

appeared to this Court to indicate that there has not 

been appropriate enforcement … and that I paint with  

a pretty broad brush.” 

In February 2016, a settlement was finally reached and 

incorporated in a court order. It requires the city to 

correct its enforcement procedure going forward. The 

city also must review up to 720 previously issued permits 

identified by our client and make sure they are abiding by 

the tree-planting provisions. The city will also enhance 

and make fully accessible to the public its electronic 

permit database to help the public track compliance. 

“If we extrapolate Mr. Grossman’s initial sample and 

use some rough math, the failure to enforce may have 

resulted in the loss of about 75,000 trees in a 10-year 

period,” says Sanjay. “This would equate to well over 

$75 million in lost in-lieu fees. We are eager to see the 

citizens of this city regain some of that green.” 

The settlement also required commencement of 

enforcement proceedings on 168 Hyde Street. At long 

last, six trees have been planted there, and in-lieu fees 

for three additional trees that cannot be planted due to 

size constraints should be forthcoming. n

>  Sanjay Nangia 
Associate | SF
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DWT HELPS ENSURE PRESERVATION 
AND PUBLIC ACCESS to Cultural 
Treasure on Vashon Island
DWT’S Chuck Maduell, partner in the Bellevue office, 

was part of a team of attorneys and activists who 

successfully restored a cultural treasure located on  

Puget Sound’s Vashon Island to responsible caretakers.

The legal victory culminated a years-long battle over 

the fate of Mukai House and Garden. This unique 

place was the home of B.D. and Kuni Mukai, Japanese 

immigrants who helped to make Vashon a national 

center of strawberry cultivation in the 1930s and ’40s 

with their innovative packing and storing methods.  

Mrs. Mukai also built a renowned and unconventional 

stroll garden at the house that was a synthesis of 

Japanese and American traditions. 

The Mukais left their property behind during World War II,  

moving to rural Oregon and avoiding internment. They 

returned after the war but the business was never the 

same. Many years later, their property became a King 

County Landmark, and the strawberry-barreling plant 

was placed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

The property tells a remarkable story of Japanese-

American heritage and the immigrant experience. In 

2000, it was purchased, with donations and government 

grants, by a local nonprofit.

But in the subsequent years, significant concerns 

emerged about how well the nonprofit was managing 

the property. The house and grounds were not being 

adequately maintained, nor was the public being 

allowed access. Visitors found barbed-wire around the 

house and signs it was being used for personal use. 

The president and vice president of the nonprofit’s 

board both lived out of state. King County’s cultural 

development office, 4Culture, which had helped fund 

the purchase of the property, was troubled, as was 

the state’s Department of Archaeology and Historic 

Preservation, which had also granted funds. 

A group of Vashon Island residents sought to wrest 

control of the nonprofit but were resisted by the existing 

board. The group filed suit in 2012, seeking a declaration 

that it was the rightful board. Over the following four 

years, the case went up twice to the state Court of 

Appeals, culminating in an April 4, 2016, decision that 

effectively transferred full legal ownership of the Mukai 

House and Garden to the citizens group, which calls 

itself Friends of Mukai.

Chuck Maduell was one of several attorneys assisting  

the group in the case. The team also included lawyers 

from Riddell Williams and the president of Friends of 

Mukai, Lynn Greiner. 

This past June, the house and property were opened to 

the Vashon community for a weekend tour, and more 

than 150 people took advantage of this opportunity to 

view the house, hear about plans for the garden, and 

learn more about the history. Also this year, the state 

honored Friends of Mukai with an award for Outstanding 

Achievement in Historic Preservation. n

>  Chuck Maduell 
Partner | BEL
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DWT Helping DEFEAT KAZAKH 
GOVERNMENT CAMPAIGN to 
Silence Opposition via U.S. Courts

AS co-counsel with the Electronic Frontier Foundation 

(EFF), DWT has been working for the past two years on 

behalf of a media company that is being targeted in U.S. 

courts by the government of Kazakhstan. 

Respublika, led by editor-in-chief Irina Petrushova, was 

once the main opposition press in Kazakhstan before 

being persecuted and driven into exile in 2012. Now a 

digital publication, Respublika has continued to report 

critically on the Kazakh government and its longtime 

president, Nursultan Nazarbayev, via online channels—

and continues to be harassed. Together with EFF,  

Jim Rosenfeld of our New York office has been 

successfully resisting these new strategies by a  

regime that is ranked near the bottom on the  

World Press Freedom Index. 

The most recent efforts to silence Respublika were 

launched in connection with a Computer Fraud and 

Abuse Act lawsuit brought by Kazakhstan in federal 

court in New York. In the suit, the government contends 

that 100 unnamed and unknown hackers (Does 1-100) 

broke into its email system and stole various confidential 

documents. Some of those documents—which may 

have been simply leaked and, if stolen, were not stolen 

by Respublika—provided source material for numerous 

Respublika articles starting in January 2015, both on its 

own website and through its Facebook page. 

In response to a Kazakh motion, Judge Edgardo Ramos 

issued a preliminary injunction enjoining the Doe 

defendants and anyone acting in concert with them 

from using, disclosing or disseminating the documents. 

Kazakhstan then took that order and used it to force 

Respublika’s U.S.-based web host to remove Respublika’s 

news articles about the materials from the internet. 

Rosenfeld and EFF moved to stop this abuse of the 

injunction. In November 2015, they obtained an order 

from Judge Ramos clarifying that the injunction did not 

apply to Respublika because there was no allegation or 

proof that Respublika was involved with the hacking in 

any way. Judge Ramos noted that the First Amendment 

“protects the publication of the … documents by anyone 

other than those directly involved in their purported 

theft.” The judge also agreed that application of the 

injunction to stop Respublika from printing such 

materials was an unconstitutional prior restraint.

However, the judge told Kazakhstan that it could come 

back to court and seek a preliminary injunction against 

Respublika if it had evidence that Respublika was 

somehow involved in the purported hacking.

Seizing on this suggestion, Kazakhstan issued a subpoena 

to Facebook, seeking to obtain the names, email addresses, 

IP addresses, and MAC addresses of users associated 

with Respublika’s Facebook page. The government 

claimed it wanted to compare the IP addresses produced 

in such discovery with those it believed were used to 

access the hacked accounts, thereby leading to the 

hackers’ identities. Facebook resisted the request, and 

Kazakhstan filed a motion to compel. 

In yet another victory for the EFF/DWT team, a federal 

judge in California rejected Kazakhstan’s demand in 

March 2016, ruling that Judge Ramos’ order had not 

given the government authorization to pursue this 

intrusive discovery with respect to Respublika. n

>  Jim Rosenfeld 
Partner | NYC
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Author of Book About Mine Explosion 
DEFEATS COAL COMPANY Subpoena 
of Her Notes

EARLY on a winter morning in 1968, 99 men entered the 

cold, dark tunnels of the Consolidation Coal Company’s 

No. 9 Mine in Farmington, W.Va. Only 21 of them came 

back alive. When a ventilation fan failed, a safety alarm 

did not sound, and the buildup of coal dust and methane 

gas led to an explosion. Some men died where they 

stood. Others lived but suffocated in the toxic fumes. The 

bodies of most of those who died were never recovered.

Decades later, investigative journalist Bonnie Stewart’s 

book, “No.9: The 1968 Farmington Mine Disaster,” 

detailed how the coal company and federal and state 

officials failed to protect the workers and described 

the struggle of the miners’ widows to gain justice and 

transform coal mine safety legislation. 

The revelations in her book helped prompt a 2014 

lawsuit on behalf of the miners’ families. The suit, which 

seeks class action status, alleges that Consolidation 

covered up key evidence about the explosion. As part 

of an effort to defend itself from the suit, Consolidation 

served Stewart with a subpoena last year, seeking to 

compel the production of her research notes and 

communications with sources.

Stewart enlisted pro bono help from Davis Wright 

Tremaine, which has a long history of success in 

defending reporter’s privilege. In December 2015, 

our team won a decision from a magistrate judge in 

California denying the mine company’s motion to 

compel, on reporter’s privilege grounds.

The revelations in her  
book helped prompt a 2014  
lawsuit on behalf of the 
miners’ families.
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>  Jonathan Segal 
Associate | LA

>  Jason Harrow 
Associate | LA

>  Zeb Zankel 
Associate | SF

“This was a total victory for the client and an excellent 

opinion from the judge,” says Jonathan Segal, an 

associate in our Los Angeles office, who brought 

the matter to the firm and led the defense, including 

handling the argument in federal court. Two other 

associates, Jason Harrow and Zeb Zankel, also got 

valuable federal court experience in the case. The  

team was overseen by partner Rochelle Wilcox. 

“This is a great example of our media practice group 

applying some of its unique subject matter skills to 

help out an individual pro bono client on an issue of 

tremendous public import,” said Jonathan.

Stewart is currently a journalism lecturer at California 

State University, Fullerton, where she also serves as 

adviser for the student newspaper, Daily Titan. In an 

interview with California’s legal newspaper, The Daily 

Journal, Stewart described the journalist’s privilege 

as a vital protection. Compelling the production of 

unpublished material “hampers a reporter’s ability to 

report,” she said. “People aren’t going to talk to you if 

they can’t trust you with their stories and trust you to 

tell their stories in an accurate manner.” She called the 

case an important legal lesson for her students. n

“ This is a great example of 
our media practice group 
applying some of its unique 
subject matter skills to 
help out an individual pro 
bono client on an issue of 
tremendous public import.”
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DAVIS WRIGHT TREMAINE 
PURSUING PUBLIC RECORDS 
ON BEHALF OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS, 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTERS, 
CIVIL LIBERTIES ADVOCATES, 
AND MORE

Davis Wright Tremaine is widely recognized as a national 

leader in fighting for access to public documents and 

information. We do this work for some of the country’s top 

media companies as well as on behalf of many important 

organizations and individuals who need pro bono assistance. 

Here are a few of the current pro bono cases we are 

handling, all spearheaded by our San Francisco partner, 

Thomas R. Burke.

>  Thomas R. Burke 
Partner | SF

30   PRO BONO REPORT 2016



Researching the FBI’s 
Surveillance of the  
Black Panther Party

Veteran journalist Seth Rosenfeld 

has devoted much of his career 

to investigating and reporting on 

the FBI’s domestic intelligence 

operations during the Cold War, 

often relying on records uncovered 

through Freedom of Information 

Act (FOIA) requests. His 2012 book, 

“Subversives: The FBI’s War on 

Student Radicals, and Reagan’s 

Rise to Power”—a New York Times 

bestseller and winner of several 

literary awards—was based largely 

on FBI records that Mr. Rosenfeld 

was able to access only after 

decades-long FOIA litigation. 

Mr. Rosenfeld has recently turned 

his attention to government 

surveillance of the Black Panther 

Party in the 1960s and ‘70s. As part 

of that research, he submitted a 

request for FBI records regarding 

the late Black Panther Party 

leader Huey Newton. The agency 

acknowledged possessing 3,622 

pages of records responsive to his 

request, but refused to release  

them unless Mr. Rosenfeld paid for 

search fees, insisting that  

Mr. Rosenfeld did not qualify as a 

representative of the news media 

and therefore was not entitled 

to the standard fee waiver for 

journalists. The FBI also refused 

to process any of Mr. Rosenfeld’s 

45 other pending FOIA requests 

because of the dispute.

In March 2016, DWT’s Tom Burke 

and Kathleen Cullinan sued the U.S. 

Department of Justice and the FBI 

on behalf of Mr. Rosenfeld. 

Said Mr. Burke in the complaint: 

“The government has essentially 

blacklisted our client because he 

has effectively used the Freedom 

of Information Act to inform the 

public about improper FBI activities. 

Moreover, if allowed to stand, 

the government’s position would 

unlawfully bar an entire class of 

journalists—independent investigative 

reporters—from receiving news 

media representative status, subject 

them to daunting and improper fees, 

and thus bar public access to vital 

information held by the government.” 

In the months after the lawsuit 

was filed, the FBI agreed to grant 

Mr. Rosenfeld media status and 

to reopen all of his pending FOIA 

requests, which have now been,  

or are being, processed. All search/

processing and duplication fees for 

the requests have been waived. 

DWT’s Ronnie London also played  

a key role in the case.

Casting Light on  
Human Rights Abuses  
in El Salvador

The civil war that lasted throughout 

the 1980s in El Salvador claimed 

the lives of at least 75,000 civilians, 

many eliminated in rural massacres. 

A UN Truth Commission attributed 

most of these crimes to state forces, 

but the commission’s inquiry was 

limited, and thousands of Salvadoran 

families are still searching for basic 

information about the fate of their 

lost loved ones. 

The Unfinished Sentences initiative 

at the University of Washington 

Center for Human Rights was 

launched several years ago 

to promote truth, justice, and 

reparations for survivors of the 

Salvadoran conflict. Among other 

activities, the center has filed  

about 200 FOIA requests with 

various U.S. agencies, seeking 

“ The government 
has essentially 
blacklisted our 
client because he 
has effectively 
used the Freedom 
of Information Act.”
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information on specific cases  

under investigation, and has shared 

those documents received with 

survivors and their advocates.

But the center ran into a roadblock 

at the CIA in 2013 when it sought 

access to documents relating to 

Sigifredo Ochoa Pérez, a retired 

Salvadoran politician and military 

commander, whose troops—ample 

evidence suggests—carried out 

multiple civilian massacres. The CIA 

denied the university’s FOIA request 

on the inconsistent grounds that 

the agency could not “confirm or 

deny” that responsive documents 

existed but also later insisting 

that it had too many potentially 

responsive documents. 

With representation from  

Tom Burke and Seattle associate 

Tom Wyrwich, the university filed 

suit against the CIA on October 2, 

2015, alleging a failure to comply 

with the requirements of FOIA. The 

suit received wide national publicity.

“This kind of action—defending 

freedom of information, in 

the interest of generating and 

disseminating knowledge—lies at 

the core of our mission as a research 

university, yet we’re not aware of 

another such case in the nation,” the 

center said in a press release. 

In response to the legal action taken 

by our client, the CIA undertook a 

new search, locating and releasing 

85 documents regarding Col. Ochoa 

Pérez—documents that contain 

details about key moments in his 

military career and that may provide 

evidence of war crimes and crimes 

against humanity. 

According to Center for Human 

Rights, which published the 

documents on its website in May, 

the records “also offer broader 

insights into other topics which may 

be useful in future human rights 

investigations, including descriptions 

of the Salvadoran military chain of 

command and strategic evaluations 

of U.S. military assistance. They also 

leave crucial questions unanswered, 

with gaps that point to the need 

for further research and broader 

declassification efforts.” 

The CIA continues to withhold 15 

documents on the basis of national 

security exemptions. Additionally, 

at the center’s urging, the CIA has 

agreed to search for responsive 

documents maintained in its 

“operational files”—an important 

category of internal documents 

(reflecting contemporaneous 

reports from agents in the field)  

that are rarely accessible to the 

public through FOIA. 

Seeking to Aid Central 
American Refugees  
Fast-Tracked for 
Deportation Proceedings

In February 2016, Tom Burke was 

retained by several organizations 

that regularly assist immigrant 

communities to file a FOIA lawsuit  

to force the Obama Administration 

to release policy documents 

about its practice of fast-tracking 

deportation proceedings for recent 

Central American refugee families 

and children. 

The plaintiffs include: the American 

Immigration Lawyers Association; 

Community Legal Services in East 

Palo Alto; the Center for Gender 

& Refugee Studies, housed at the 

University of California Hastings 

College of the Law; and the 

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 

of the San Francisco Bay Area.

“Without this information, 

immigration attorneys lack the 

ability to advocate effectively for 

their clients, and the public cannot 

provide meaningful oversight of the 

fast-tracked hearing process,” said 

Travis Silva, formerly of the Lawyers’ 

Committee for Civil Rights.

The new fast-track process was 

instituted in response to a surge 

of families and unaccompanied 

children fleeing extreme violence 

and deteriorating conditions in 

countries such as El Salvador, 

Guatemala, and Honduras. 

According to the complaint: “As 

the media increasingly focused its 

attention on the rising numbers, 

the Administration sought to stem 

the arrival of migrants and send a 

message to those who might be 

considering making the trip.” 

Among the measures taken in 

the summer of 2014, the U.S. 

Justice Department adopted 

new procedures to speed the 

adjudication and removal process 

for unaccompanied children and 

families, with a focus on “recent 

border crossers.” 

The volume and compressed  

time schedule for handling the  

cases raised serious questions  

about whether due process rights 

were being respected.  

“ Without this 
information, 
immigration 
attorneys lack the 
ability to advocate 
effectively for 
their clients.”
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These questions were especially  

pressing as the government made 

very little information available—

such as what standards,  

procedures, or protocols were  

being applied to these dockets—

to the public or to immigration 

attorneys seeking to assist this 

highly vulnerable population. 

Several immigration groups 

submitted FOIA requests for more 

information about the dockets, but 

received a fraction of the records 

requested. As a result, they filed suit.

“The public deserves to know 

the policies by which the federal 

government is considering the 

asylum claims of recent Central 

American children and families, 

many of whom have fled horrible 

persecution abroad,” said Jayashri 

Srikantiah, director of the Stanford 

Law School Immigrants’ Rights 

Clinic, which is also serving as  

co-counsel in the case.

Within months after the lawsuit 

was filed, the Justice Department’s 

Executive Office for Immigration 

Review began releasing thousands 

of responsive documents containing 

information previously withheld 

by the agency. The agency is 

continuing to disclose additional 

records in response to the FOIA 

lawsuit. San Francisco partner 

Patrick Ferguson also assisted  

with this matter. 

Pursuing Information 
on Los Angeles Police 
Department’s ‘Muslim 
Mapping’ Project

In 2007, the commanding officer of 

the Los Angeles Police Department’s 

counterterrorism bureau disclosed 

a “recently launched” initiative to 

conduct a “mapping” project of local 

Muslim communities. News of the 

plan sparked outrage among Muslim 

and civil liberties groups, and it 

purportedly was abandoned soon 

after it was made public. 

But withdrawal of the plan still left 

many questions unanswered, such 

as how such a program could have 

been proposed in the first place, 

how far it had gotten, who had 

proposed it, and how it had been 

discussed within the department. 

To answer such questions, Muslim 

Advocates, an organization that 

counters anti-Muslim bigotry and 

fights racial profiling, sent a request 

under the California Public Records 

Act for all LAPD records reflecting or 

relating to the “mapping” proposal. 

Over the course of the following 

two years, the police department 

failed to produce any significant 

records, claiming variously that none 

existed and that there were technical 

impediments to providing any such 

records, and even questioning whether 

there was “public interest” in such 

records. Eventually the department 

stopped responding altogether.

“ The public 
deserves to know 
the policies by 
which the federal 
government is 
considering the 
asylum claims.”

Los Angeles Police 
Department’s 
counterterrorism 
bureau disclosed 
an initiative 
to conduct a 
“mapping” project 
of local Muslim 
communities.
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In July 2016, Muslim Advocates filed 

a lawsuit in Los Angeles County 

Superior Court against the LAPD, 

alleging numerous violations of the 

Public Records Act. Muslim Advocates 

is represented by Tom Burke, Karen 

Henry, Dan Laidman, and Brendan 

Charney. The case is ongoing.

Opening up Historical 
Records Regarding 
California’s Historic 
Committees on  
Organized Crime 

In partnership with the Reporters 

Committee for Freedom of the 

Press, Tom Burke has succeeded  

in winning access to important 

historic records previously closed  

to both scholars and the public  

by the University of California,  

Berkeley Bancroft Library.

The case was pursued on behalf 

of the Reporters Committee 

and Stephen Bloom, an author, 

journalist, and professor of 

journalism at the University of 

Iowa. One of Professor Bloom’s 

current projects is a book about 

Inez Burns, a California abortion 

provider who performed 50,000 

abortions from 1920 to 1945, 

before she was prosecuted by San 

Francisco District Attorney Edmund 

(Pat) Brown. Brown went on to 

become California attorney general 

and governor. His son, Jerry, is 

California’s current governor,  

now in his third term. 

As part of his research, Professor 

Bloom sought access to a cache 

of documents housed in 25 

cartons at the Bancroft Library 

from California’s Special Crime 

Study Commission on Organized 

Crime. The commission, first 

appointed in 1947 by Gov. Earl 

Warren, was charged with exploring 

organized crime in California, 

particularly crimes involving 

gambling, racketeering, abortion, 

and prostitution. At the time, it 

was the largest study of its kind 

ever undertaken in California. 

The documents were given 

to the Bancroft Library by the 

commission’s chief counsel,  

Warren Olney III, in 1975.

But when Professor Bloom and the 

Reporters Committee requested 

access to the documents, the 

library maintained they were closed 

to research until 2028, due to 

confidentiality concerns. The library 

claimed, among other things, that 

the files were not “public records” 

as defined by the California Public 

Records Act, because they are 

“property owned by The Regents” of 

the university and “not records that 

relate to conduct of the University’s 

business.” The library argued that 

the records were therefore exempt 

from disclosure under the act.

Following the depositions of 

Bancroft Library officials, whose 

testimony cast considerable 

doubt on the strength of their 

legal position, the library reversed 

its position entirely and over the 

summer processed this collection, 

which is now available for review by 

scholars and the public. 

Professor Bloom’s book, tentatively 

titled “Inez & Pat: Ambition and 

Obsession in the City of Seven 

Celestial Hills,” will be published 

next fall by Regan Arts. n

The library claimed 
the documents 
were closed to 
research until 2028.

The commission 
was charged with 
exploring organized 
crime in California, 
particularly crimes 
involving gambling, 
racketeering, abortion, 
and prostitution.
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Community 
Outreach



DAVIS WRIGHT TREMAINE 
IN OUR COMMUNITIES

We’re as passionate about serving our communities as we 

are about serving our clients. We have much to contribute—

specialized skills, relationships and financial resources— 

and we embrace our opportunity to give back.

Many of our attorneys lend their leadership skills and legal 

knowledge as board members for nonprofits, such as the  

Step Up Women’s Network in Los Angeles, the Lan Su Chinese 

Garden in Portland, Ore., the New York City Anti-Violence 

Project, the Bellevue Arts Museum, and the Tahirih Justice 

Center in Washington, D.C.

We also leverage our relationships to rally support for  

important causes. For example, together with clients we 

have built Habitat for Humanity homes, provided grounds 

maintenance and landscaping at a home for the disabled, and 

supported tent communities for the homeless. We also help 

connect other community leaders we know with organizations 

that can use their help.

In addition to personal contributions of time and money by 

lawyers and staff, our firm donates more than $1 million each 

year to civic and charitable organizations.

The following are just some of the organizations we support 

in our communities through pro bono work, leadership 

involvement and financial assistance:
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Anchorage 

• Alaska Association of  

Legal Administrators Annual 

Community Challenge

• Alaska Bar Association

• Alaska Immigration  

Justice Project

• Alaska Legal Services  

Pro Bono Project

• Alaska Native Heritage Center

• Alaska SeaLife Center

• Anchorage Project Access

• Anchorage Youth Court

• Blood Bank of Alaska

• Hope Community Resources 

Annual Hope Golf Classic

• United Way of Anchorage

Bellevue

• Bellevue Arts Museum

• Bellevue Breakfast Rotary  

Club Foundation

• Bellevue Chamber of Commerce

• Bellevue Downtown Association

• Bellevue Rotary Club

• Campaign for Equal Justice  

(LAW Fund) 

• Eastside Legal Assistance Program

• Habitat for Humanity 

• Hopelink

• Imagine Housing

• King County Library Foundation

• New Beginnings

• Tateuchi Center

• United Way of King County

Los Angeles

• AIDS WALK Los Angeles

• The Alliance for Children’s Rights

• Bet Tzedek – The House  

of Justice 

• Food from the Bar – Los Angeles 

Regional Food Bank 

• HALSA - HIV & AIDS Legal 

Services Alliance

• Human Rights Watch

• International Women’s  

Media Foundation

• Jenesse Center Inc.

• Lambda Legal

• Learning Rights Law Center

• Los Angeles Center for Law  

and Justice

• Partners in Care Foundation

• Public Counsel

• Step Up Women’s Network

• Westcoast Sports Associates

New York

• Anti-Violence Project

• Film Forum

• The Fund for Modern Courts

• Jazz at Lincoln Center

• John Jay College Pre-Law 

Advisory Program

• Legal Action Center

• Manhattan Neighborhood Network

• Neighborhood Defender Service 

of Harlem

• New York City Anti-Violence Project

• Private Art Dealers Association

• Riverside Park Conservancy 

• Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts

Portland

• Boys & Girls Aid Society

• Cascade Pacific Council Boy 

Scouts of America

• Chamber Music Northwest

• Classroom Law Project

• Conservation Alliance

• Friends of the Children

• Lan Su Chinese Garden

• Literary Arts

• Mercy Corps

• OHSU Foundation

• Oregon Lawyers Against Hunger

• Portland Art Museum

• Portland Children’s Museum

• St. Andrew Legal Clinic

• Susan G. Komen Foundation

San Francisco

• AIDS Legal Referral Panel

• American Cancer Society

• American Civil Liberties Union  

of Northern California

• BASF Food from the Bar

• California First Amendment 

Coalition 

• Center for Investigative Reporting

• GirlVentures

• LAMBDA Legal

• Law Center to Prevent  

Gun Violence

• Law Foundation of Silicon Valley

• The Lawyers’ Committee for  

Civil Rights Under Law

• Legal Services for Children

• Raphael House

• Rebuilding Together
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• San Francisco Food Bank

• Silicon Valley Campaign for  

Legal Services

• The Other Bar

• UC Berkeley Graduate  

School of Journalism

• United Way

• Zanmi Lakay

Seattle

• ArtsFund

• Campaign for Equal Justice/ 

LAW Fund

• City Club

• Food Lifeline

• King County Bar Foundation

• Leadership Tomorrow

• Municipal League

• Museum of Flight

• Seattle Art Museum

• Seattle Foundation

• Seattle Goodwill

• Seattle International Film Festival

• Seattle Works

• United Way of King County

• Wellspring Family Services

Washington, D.C.

• American Constitution Society

• American Heart Association

• Kids Enjoy Exercise Now

• Legal Aid Society of the District 

of Columbia

• Legal Services Corporation

• The Tahirih Justice Center

• Washington Legal Clinic for  

the Homeless 

• Woolly Mammoth  

Theatre Company
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Awards



HEART OF JUSTICE 
AWARD WINNER

Each year we honor an associate who has shown an 

extraordinary commitment to pro bono service with The Heart 

of Justice Award. In addition to receiving a beautiful memento, 

the winner is able to direct $1,000 to a legal services provider 

of their choosing. 

This year’s DWT Heart of Justice Award for pro bono work 

went to Bellevue associate Robert Miller for his work helping 

veterans and obtaining a visa for an asylum seeker and his wife. 

Robert’s colleagues describe him as “a tireless advocate” and 

“someone his clients will never forget.”

Robert’s commitment to pro bono service is driven by the 

reward of clients expressing gratitude for the difference he’s 

made for them. “It is an amazing feeling, and that is why I do 

it.” He also knows having an attorney involved can make a 

massive difference because “there is simply no access to justice 

for many of these people unless someone donates their time.”

Robert selected the Union Gospel Mission Open Door Legal 

Clinic to receive a $1,000 donation from the firm. 

Across the firm, nominees included: Colin Wells, San Francisco; 

Kristal Leonard, Anchorage; Jisoo Kim, New York;  

Alison Schary, Washington, D.C.; Christie Totten, Portland; 

Jonathan Segal, Los Angeles; and Omar Vasquez, Seattle.

>  Robert Miller 
Associate | BEL
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Recognition 
from the 
Community

OSB Young Lawyers  
Section Large Law Firm  
Pro Bono Award 

For the second year in a row, DWT 

has won the award for the most pro 

bono hours reported by a large firm.

In 2015, DWT lawyers provided 

a wide range of pro bono legal 

services to the Oregon community. 

These included cases providing 

pro bono representation to pro 

se litigants in federal court, such 

as the case handled by associates 

Ashley Vulin and Elizabeth Bingold 

involving a civil claim related to 

improper revocation of a prisoner’s 

transitional release that resulted 

in a settlement compensating the 

plaintiff for five months of  

improper imprisonment.

DWT also handles cases on behalf 

of the American Civil Liberties 

Union. One such case, handled 

by associates Alan Galloway and 

Tim Cunningham, had the firm 

representing a citizen journalist 

whose cellphone was seized while 

filming an arrest. This project is 

resulting in police revising the 

procedures for dealing with public 

filming incidents.

Associate Caitlin Shin also 

successfully represented a pro se 

litigant seeking transportation to 

a doctor’s appointment needed to 

obtain a new wheelchair after the 

government authority sought to 

have his claim dismissed as moot.

DWT also provides pro bono legal 

representation to nonprofits. The 

firm has assisted Zenger Farms on 

land-use and real estate matters 

related to agricultural use in an 

urban area. Partner Robert Newell 

also works with Mercy Corps on 

governance issues and negotiating 

access in the international arena.

Creating an Endowment  
for Justice

Seattle partner Mark Hutcheson 

received the prestigious Goldmark 

Award in 2016, conferred on 

him by the Legal Foundation of 

Washington for his far-sighted role 

in establishing the Endowment for 

Equal Justice to provide $500,000 

a year to legal service organizations 

from an endowment with a value  

of $15 million. 

40 at 50

The Standing Committee on 

Pro Bono Legal Services of the 

Judicial Conference of the District 

of Columbia Circuit honored 

DWT’s Washington, D.C., office for 

having 40 percent of its lawyers 

in Washington performing 50 or 

more hours of pro bono work in 

2015. The lawyers who launched 

the firm into the winner’s circle are: 

Alison Schary, Bob Corn-Revere, 

Ronald London, David Silverman, 

Leslie Moylan, Wesley Heppler, 

Adam Shoemaker, James Smith, 

Marni Shapiro, Adam Caldwell, 

Tajma Rahimic, Lisa Zycherman, 

Peter Karanjia, Bradley Guyton, 

and former DWT associates Micah 

Ratner and Anna Watterson.

 Expanding Services for 
Domestic Violence Survivors

King County Coalition Against 

Domestic Violence (now called 

Coalition Ending Gender-Based 

Violence) selected the Domestic 

Violence Impact Project (DVIP) to 

receive their 2015 “Take Action 

Award.” DVIP was created to expand 

legal services for domestic-violence 

survivors by providing counseling 

for them in-shelter to prepare them 

for their protection-order hearings. 

The program was developed by the 
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team of Julie Orr, DWT’s pro bono 

administrator and pro bono counsel 

at two Seattle firms. “The Project 

helps fill a huge gap by mobilizing 

volunteer lawyers to provide legal 

consultation to survivors of abuse 

needing assistance obtaining 

protection orders. In addition, 

participating lawyers receive 

training and mentorship, which 

spreads domestic violence expertise 

throughout the legal community.”

Bellevue Office Named  
“Firm of the Year”

DWT was Eastside Legal Assistance 

Project’s 2015 Legal Firm of the 

Year for the support and pro bono 

service provided by the firm, 

and especially for the efforts of 

Bellevue partner Rhys Farren for 

representing low-income clients 

with family-law issues.

Clearing the Past

Los Angeles counsel Karen Henry  

was recognized by the city of 

Compton, Calif., for her work 

assisting Crossroads United 

Methodist Church in organizing  

an expungement clinic in Compton 

in October 2015.

DWT Named Among Top 
Puget Sound Philanthropists

In 2016, Davis Wright Tremaine’s 

Washington state offices were named 

among the Puget Sound Business 

Journal’s top corporate philanthropists.

DWT Recognized by  
Oregon State Bar as a 
“Partner in Sustainability”

For the second year in a row, DWT 

was recognized by the Oregon State 

Bar Future Section as a “Partner in 

Sustainability.” The section created 

the “Partners in Sustainability 

Program” in 2012 in order to 

encourage law firms of all sizes to 

adopt sustainable office practices 

and to honor those firms that satisfy 

the section’s criteria for sustainable 

office practices.

The program’s criteria for 

designation as a “Partner in 

Sustainability” require that the law 

firm adopt an office sustainability 

policy, implement an internal 

education program and energy 

and water conservation measures, 

and utilize, where possible, power 

produced from other than fossil 

fuel generation. The program 

also has criteria related to paper 

management, energy and water 

reduction, waste and toxics 

reduction, transportation energy 

reduction, and local purchasing.

DWT Wins Food Frenzy  
and Provides Food for  
the Hungry

DWT won this year’s Food Frenzy 

again, raising the most money for 

this worthy organization in the legal 

sector. Food Frenzy is a creative 

competition between local businesses 

engaging employees to raise funds, 

collect food and volunteer with Food 

Lifeline. It is a two-week campaign 

each July that draws together 

nearly 100 leading companies with 

more than 9,000 employees across 

many sectors and industries in the 

Greater Seattle area. Sectors include: 

accounting, law, design, construction 

and engineering, professional 

services, health care, public sector 

legal, banking, marketing, technology,  

and more.

A DWT team also spent several 

hours at Food Lifeline’s warehouse 

packing and sorting food to be 

delivered to local food banks. Food 

Lifeline relies on a large network of 

volunteers to feed millions of people 

each year.
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>  Deborah Adler 
Associate | NY

>  Justin Alt 
Of Counsel | SEA

>  Michaela Andrawis 
Associate | LA

>  Sean Baird 
Associate | SEA

>  Keith Baldwin 
Partner | BEL

>  Robert Balin 
Partner | NYC

>  Jeff Bosley 
Partner | SF

>  Duane Bosworth 
Partner | PDX

>  Meghan Bours 
Associate | PDX

>  Cathy Braun 
Paralegal | SEA

>  Larry Burke 
Partner | PDX

>  Tom Burke 
Partner | SF

>  Adam Caldwell 
Partner | WDC

>  Gregory Chaimov 
Partner | PDX

>  Carly Chan 
Associate | SEA

>  Pamela Charles 
Partner | SEA

>  Brendan Charney 
Associate | LA

>  Graham Coleman 
Partner | NYC

>  Bethany Coleman-Fire 
Associate | PDX

>  Scott Cooper 
Associate | NYC

>  Bob Corn-Revere 
Partner | WDC

>  David Cromwell 
Associate | SEA

>  Tim Cunningham 
Associate | PDX

>  Jennifer Cygnor 
Paralegal | SEA

>  Edward Davis 
Partner | NYC

>  Lauren Dorsett 
Associate | SEA

>  Richard Ellingsen 
Partner | LA

>  Rhys Farren 
Partner | BEL

>  Martin  Fineman 
Partner | SF

>  Gregory Fisher 
Partner | ANCH

>  Caitlin  Forsyth 
Associate | SEA

>  Alan Galloway 
Associate | PDX

>  Boris Gaviria 
Counsel | BEL

>  Mimi Gentry 
Associate | SEA

>  Dirk Giseburt 
Partner | SEA

>  Clayton Graham 
Partner | SEA

>  Eugene Grant 
Partner | PDX

>  Derek Green 
Counsel | PDX

>  Phillip Grillo 
Partner | PDX

>  Bradley Guyton 
Associate | WDC

>  Timothy Han 
Associate | SEA

>  Stuart Harris 
Partner | PDX

>  Christine Hawkins 
Associate | BEL

>  Chris Helm 
Partner | SEA

>  Karen Henry 
Counsel | LA

>  Max Hensley 
Associate | SEA

>  Wes Heppler 
Partner | WDC

>  Brooke Howlett 
Associate | SEA

>  Bruce E. H. Johnson 
Partner | SEA

>  Katie Jorrie 
Associate | SF

>  Peter Karanjia 
Partner | WDC

>  Terri Keville 
Partner | LA

THEY’RE LOVERS AND 
THEY’RE FIGHTERS

In February, the DWT lawyers and paralegals below received a Pro Bono 

Valentine for having completed at least 50 hours of pro bono service during 

the prior 12 months.
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>  Lisa Koperski 
Associate | SEA

>  Ambika Kumar Doran 
Partner | SEA

>  Dan Laidman 
Associate | LA

>  David Lawson 
Associate | SEA

>  Stephen Ledoux 
Partner | PDX

>  J.J. Leitner 
Counsel | NYC

>  Kristal  Leonard 
Associate | ANCH

>  Sandra Lissman 
Paralegal | PDX

>  Matt Loftin 
Associate | BEL

>  Ronald London 
Of Counsel | WDC

>  Scott MacCormack 
Partner | SEA

>  Chuck Maduell 
Partner | BEL

>  Christopher McCracken 
Partner | PDX

>  Marisa  Meltebeke 
Associate | PDX

>  Robert Miller 
Associate | BEL

>  William Miner 
Partner | PDX

>  Matthew Moersfelder 
Associate | SEA

>  Ana Morales 
Paralegal | LA

>  Leslie Moylan 
Associate | WDC

>  Gillian Murphy 
Counsel | SEA

>  Saira Najam 
Attorney | SF

>  Crystal Nam 
Associate | SEA

>  Sanjay Nangia 
Associate | SF

>  Robert Newell 
Partner | PDX

>  Norm Page 
Partner | SHG

>  Diana Palacios 
Associate | LA

>  James Parker 
Associate | PDX

>  Andrew Patterson 
Associate | SF

>  Michael Phillips 
Partner | PDX

>  Vidhya Prabhakaran 
Partner | SF

>  Ronald Ragen 
Of Counsel | PDX

>  Tajma Rahimic 
Associate | WDC

>  Keely Rankin 
Associate | SEA

>  Micah Ratner 
Associate | WDC

>  Ed Rauzi 
Partner | SEA

>  Blake Robinson 
Associate | PDX

>  Christopher Robinson 
Partner | NYC

>  James Rosenfeld 
Partner | NYC

>  Mary Sanden 
Associate | BEL

>  Emily Sangi 
Associate | SF

>  Alison Schary 
Associate | WDC

>  Marni Shapiro 
Paralegal | WDC

>  Jeanne Sheahan 
Counsel | SF

>  Caitlin Shin 
Associate | PDX

>  Adam Shoemaker 
Associate | WDC

>  David Silverman 
Partner | WDC

>  James Smith 
Of Counsel | WDC

>  Thomas Smith 
Of Counsel | PDX

>  Shirin Soleman 
Associate | SEA

>  Paul Southwick 
Associate | PDX

>  Eric Stahl 
Partner | SEA

>  Robert Stewart 
Partner | ANCH

>  Dipa Sudra 
Partner | SEA

>  Joanna Summerscales 
Associate | NYC

>  Chris Swift 
Associate | PDX

>  Anne Marie Tavella 
Associate | ANCH

>  Christie Totten 
Associate | PDX

>  Laura Turczanski 
Associate | SEA

>  Kate Tylee 
Associate | BEL

>  Omar Vasquez 
Associate |SEA

>  Megan  Vogel 
Associate | SEA

>  Ashley  Vulin 
Associate | PDX

>  Anna Watterson 
Associate | WDC

>  Colin Wells 
Associate | SF

>  Heather Wight-Axling 
Partner | SEA

>  Rochelle Wilcox 
Partner | LA

>  Rebecca Williams 
Partner | SEA

>  Antony Wisen 
Counsel | SEA

>  Tom Wyrwich 
Associate | SEA

>  Jeffrey Youmans 
Partner | SEA

>  Zeb Zankel 
Associate | SF

>  Lisa Zycherman 
Associate | WDC
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D A V I S  W R I G H T  T R E M A I N E

“Innovative Law Firm of the Year” 
BY ILTA FOR SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR



DWT.COM/PROBONO

Anchorage | Bellevue | Los Angeles | New York | Portland 

San Francisco | Seattle | Shanghai | Washington, D.C.


