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Commission is authorized to prescribe rules under sections 5 and
18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Commission Act. in accordance
with section 553 of title 5, United States Code, with respect to
a person described in subsection (a).

(e) COORDINATION WITH OFFICE OF SERVICE MEMBER
AFFAIRS.—The Board of Governors and the Federal Trade Commis-
sion shall coordinate with the Office of Service Member Affairs,
to ensure that—

(1) service members and their families are educated and
empowered to make better informed decisions regarding con-
sumer financial products and services offered by motor vehicle
dealers, with a focus on motor vehicle dealers in the proximity
of military installations; and

(2) complaints by service members and their families con-
cerning such motor vehicle dealers are effectively monitored
and responded to, and where appropriate, enforcement action
is pursued by the authorized agencies.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this section, the following
definitions shall apply:

(1) MOTOR VEHICLE.—The term “motor vehicle” means—

(A) any self-propelled vehicle designed for transporting
persons or property on a street, highway, or other road;

(B) recreational boats and marine equipment;

(C) motorcycles;

(D) motor homes, recreational vehicle trailers, and
slide-in campers, as those terms are defined in sections

571.3 and 575.103 (d) of title 49, Code of Federal Regula-

tions, or any successor thereto; and

(E) other vehicles that are titled and sold through
dealers.

(2) MOTOR VEHICLE DEALER.—The term “motor vehicle
dealer” means any person or resident in the United States,
or any territory of the United States, who—

(A) is licensed by a State, a territory of the United

States, or the District of Columbia to engage in the sale

of motor vehicles; and

(B) takes title to, holds an ownership in, or takes
physical custody of motor vehicles.

SEC. 1029A. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This subtitle shall become effective on the designated transfer
date, except that sections 1022, 1024, and 1025(e) shall become
effective on the date of enactment of this Act.

Subtitle C—Specific Bureau Authorities

SEC. 1031. PROHIBITING UNFAIR, DECEPTIVE, OR ABUSIVE ACTS OR
PRACTICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Bureau may take any action authorized
under subtitle E to prevent a covered person or service provider
from committing or engaging in an unfair, deceptive, or abusive
act or practice under Federal law in connection with any transaction
with a consumer for a consumer financial product or service, or
the offering of a consumer financial product or service.

(b) RULEMAKING.—The Bureau may prescribe rules applicable
to a covered person or service provider identifying as unlawful
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unfair, deceptive, or abusive acts or practices in connection with
any transaction with a consumer for a consumer financial product
or service, or the offering of a consumer financial product or service.
Rules under this section may include requirements for the purpose
of preventing such acts or practices.

(c) UNFAIRNESS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Bureau shall have no authority under
this section to declare an act or practice in connection with
a transaction with a consumer for a consumer financial product
or service, or the offering of a consumer financial product
or service, to be unlawful on the grounds that such act or
practice is unfair, unless the Bureau has a reasonable basis
to conclude that—

(A) the act or practice causes or is likely to cause
substantial injury to consumers which is not reasonably
avoidable by consumers; and

(B) such substantial injury is not outweighed by
countervailing benefits to consumers or to competition.

(2) CONSIDERATION OF PUBLIC POLICIES.—In determining
whether an act or practice is unfair, the Bureau may consider
established public policies as evidence to be considered with
all other evidence. Such public policy considerations may not
serve as a primary basis for such determination.

(d) ABUSIVE.—The Bureau shall have no authority under this
section to declare an act or practice abusive in connection with
the provision of a consumer financial product or service, unless
the act or practice—

(1) materially interferes with the ability of a consumer
to understand a term or condition of a consumer financial
product or service; or

(2) takes unreasonable advantage of—

(A) a lack of understanding on the part of the consumer
of the material risks, costs, or conditions of the product
or service;

(B) the inability of the consumer to protect the interests
of the consumer in selecting or using a consumer financial
product or service; or

(C) the reasonable reliance by the consumer on a cov-
ered person to act in the interests of the consumer.

(e) CONSULTATION.—In prescribing rules under this section,
the Bureau shall consult with the Federal banking agencies, or
other Federal agencies, as appropriate, concerning the consistency
of the proposed rule with prudential, market, or systemic objectives
administered by such agencies.

(f) CONSIDERATION OF SEASONAL INCOME.—The rules of the
Bureau under this section shall provide, with respect to an extension
of credit secured by residential real estate or a dwelling, if docu-
mented income of the borrower, including income from a small
business, is a repayment source for an extension of credit secured
by residential real estate or a dwelling, the creditor may consider
the seasonality and irregularity of such income in the underwriting
of and scheduling of payments for such credit.

SEC. 1032. DISCLOSURES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Bureau may prescribe rules to ensure
that the features of any consumer financial product or service,
both initially and over the term of the product or service, are





