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Why Third-Party Certification Matters 

Customer Demands 
• Retailer/Buyer 
• Individual Consumers 

Government Regulations 
• FSMA 



Business in a FSMA World 

New food safety requirements for both 
domestic and foreign suppliers. 

Domestic Food 
• Produce Safety Rule 
• Preventive Controls Rule 

Foreign Food 
• Foreign Supplier Verification Program 
• Voluntary Qualified Importer Program 
• Accreditation of Third-Party Auditors 



Benefits of Third-Party Certification 

1 
• Safety of Products 

2 
• Food Safety Management Systems 

3 
• Customer and Government Food 

Safety Standards 

4 
• Market Access 



Comparing Food Safety Standards 

“At the heart of the decision as to which scheme 

is best for a particular organization is having  

a clear understanding of the customer and 

regulatory requirements that affect the 

organization’s business and therefore need to 

be covered by the chosen audit.” 



Comparing Food Safety Standards 
• Primary Four Schemes:  

– British Retail Consortium (BRC) 
– International Featured Standards (IFS) 
– Safe Quality Foods (SQF) 
– Food Safety System Certification (FSSC) 



Comparing Food Safety Standards 
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GFSI Recognized Scheme Scopes 
Farming of 

Animals, Fish, 
Produce, Grains, 

and Pulses 

Pre-Processing of 
Plant Products 

Processing of 
Animals, Plants, 

and Ambient 
Stables 

Production of 
Feed, 

Biochemicals, and 
Food Packaging 

Provision of 
Storage and 
Distribution 

Services 



Choosing a Certification Body 
• Factors: 

– Scope Match 
– Availability of 

Auditors 
– Regional 

Presence 
– Scheduling 
– Audit Duration 
– Costs 
– Certification 

Body’s Rating 

 



Pre-Audits and Audits 

• Optional in schemes 
• More consultative 
• Reduce cost and time of 

audit 

Pre-
Audits 

• Observing company’s 
system 

• Identifying non-
conformances, if any 
 

Audits 
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